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LOS ANGELES—The Vincent Price Art Museum Foundation and the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art are pleased to announce their joint acquisition of works by 
Laura Aguilar (1959-2018) and rafa esparza (1981-), the first acquisition collaboration 
between the two museums.  

Acquired works include a four-panel adobe painting by rafa esparza and 21 
photographic prints by Laura Aguilar, including major pieces such as Three Eagles 
Flying (1990), Don’t Tell Her Art Can’t Hurt (Part A-D) (1993), and works from 
Aguilar’s Nature Self Portrait, Stillness, Clothed/Unclothed, Plush Pony, and Grounded 
series. Esparza's works were purchased with funds provided by LACMA's AHAN: Studio 
Forum, and the Vincent Price Art Museum Foundation, with funds provided by Kevan 
and Norma Newton, Los Angeles. The Aguilar prints are a partial gift and partial 
purchase from the Laura Aguilar Trust of 2016, jointly acquired by LACMA, with funds 
provided by Frank Masi and Donna Kolb and the Ralph M. Parsons Fund, and the 
Vincent Price Art Museum Foundation, with funds provided by the Foundation and the 
Newton Family. 
 
“These acquisitions are made possible through the collaboration and fundraising efforts 
of both the VPAM Foundation and LACMA,” said VPAM Foundation Chair Barbara 
Hensleigh. “We are especially grateful to Laura Aguilar Trust of 2016 for its generous 
partial gift of Aguilar’s photographs, as well as our board member, Norma Newton, for 
her financial support for both artists’ acquisitions.” 
 



“We are proud to partner with LACMA to acquire artworks by two incredible artists 
from our community,” said Joseph Valencia, Exhibitions and Programs Manager, 
speaking for the Vincent Price Art Museum. “Bringing Aguilar and esparza’s work into 
our collection represents a homecoming and celebration of two artists who each 
attended East Los Angeles College, where VPAM is located, and who have played 
important roles in fostering an artistic community on our campus and in our city.” 
 
“Collections are the stronghold of any public institution, and it is critical for the future 
museum-going public in Los Angeles to see itself represented at LACMA and VPAM,” 
said Rita Gonzalez, Terri and Michael Smooke Curator and Department Head 
Contemporary Art at LACMA. “Our deep, longstanding partnership is centered on 
sharing LACMA's collection with VPAM and its audiences, and these joint acquisitions 
further advance our shared interest in promoting Latinx artists together.” 
 
Laura Aguilar was an American photographer from the San Gabriel Valley who was 
active in local, national, and international art and activist circuits. Her photographs and 
videos traverse performative, feminist, and queer art genres, and grapple with deeply 
personal and political subject-matter. Her practice intuitively evolved over time as she 
struggled to negotiate and navigate her ethnicity and sexuality, her challenges with 
depression and auditory dyslexia, and the acceptance of her body. While the artist 
struggled most of her life to communicate with words, she emerged as a powerful 
voice for numerous and diverse marginalized groups. 
 
Laura Aguilar: Show and Tell, the artist’s first comprehensive retrospective organized 
by VPAM in 2017, stands as one of the most important exhibitions the museum has 
produced. Curated by Sybil Venegas, the exhibition prompted a surge of interest in 
Aguilar’s practice, seeding pathways for acquisitions by major national institutions such 
as the J. Paul Getty Museum and the Whitney Museum of American Art. Aguilar passed 
away shortly after the exhibition closed. 
 
In 2021, the exhibition will travel to the Leslie-Lohman Museum of Art, one of the 
nation’s premier organizations dedicated to LGBTQ art and culture, completing a 
national tour that began at VPAM and made subsequent stops at the National Museum 
of Mexican Art, Chicago and the Patricia & Phillip Frost Art Museum, Miami. The 
accompanying publication, co-produced with the UCLA Chicano Studies Research 
Center, situated Aguilar’s work in relation to feminist and Latinx scholarship and won 
several book awards. 
 
Best known as a performance artist, rafa esparza began his career in visual arts as a 
painter yet was unable to relate to the “old master” works he studied as a student. He 
turned instead to performance, making art with his body among the landscapes of Los 
Angeles. esparza’s multidisciplinary practice over the past decade reveals his interests 
in history, personal narratives, and kinship, his own relationship to colonization and 
the disrupted genealogies that it produces. His recent projects are grounded in 
laboring with land and adobe-making, a skill learned from his father, Ramón Esparza.  
 
In 2019, esparza presented a series of adobe paintings as part of staring at the sun, 
his solo exhibition at MASS MoCA in North Adams, Massachusetts. Curated by Marco 
Antonio Flores, the exhibition showcased the artist’s return to his painting practice and 
included portraiture, landscape, and abstraction against the backdrop of an earthen 



floor and walls. The artist’s hand-crafted brown space, located within the white walls of 
the museum, raised poignant questions around art, beauty, historical narratives, 
decolonization, and institutional access for queer people of color in the Americas. 
 
About LACMA  
Located on the Pacific Rim, LACMA is the largest art museum in the western United 
States, with a collection of nearly 142,000 objects that illuminate 6,000 years of 
artistic expression across the globe. Committed to showcasing a multitude of art 
histories, LACMA exhibits and interprets works of art from new and unexpected points 
of view that are informed by the region’s rich cultural heritage and diverse population. 
LACMA’s spirit of experimentation is reflected in its work with artists, technologists, 
and thought leaders as well as in its regional, national, and global partnerships to 
share collections and programs, create pioneering initiatives, and engage new 
audiences.  
 
Location: 5905 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA, 90036. lacma.org 
 
About VPAM 
The mission of the Vincent Price Art Museum at East Los Angeles College is to serve as 
a unique educational resource for the diverse audiences of the college and the 
community through the exhibition, interpretation, collection, and preservation of works 
in all media of the visual arts. VPAM provides an environment to encounter a range of 
aesthetic expressions that illuminate the depth and diversity of artwork produced by 
people of the world, both contemporary and past. By presenting thoughtful, innovative 
and culturally diverse exhibitions and by organizing cross-disciplinary programs on 
issues of historical, social, and cultural relevance, VPAM seeks to promote knowledge, 
inspire creative thinking, and deepen an understanding of and appreciation for the 
visual arts.  
 
The museum building is temporarily closed to the public due to COVID-19. Learn more 
at http://vincentpriceartmuseum.org. 
 
Note to editors: Images available upon request. 
 
Images at top: [left] rafa esparza, ...we are the mountain, 2019, Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art, purchased with funds provided by AHAN: Studio Forum, 2020 Art Here 
and Now purchase, and the Vincent Price Art Museum Foundation, with funds provided 
by Kevan and Norma Newton, Los Angeles, installation view, staring at the sun, 
MASSMoCA, North Adams, MA, January 19, 2019–January 2, 2020, © rafa esparza, 
photo by Kaelan Burkett, courtesy of the artist and Commonwealth and Council.  
 
[right] Laura Aguilar, Nature Self-Portrait #2, 1996, Gift of the Laura Aguilar Trust of 
2016, jointly acquired by the Vincent Price Art Museum Foundation and the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art.  
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